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Wright County Health & Human Services
Family Child Care Task Force

Mission
Statement

DHS is excited to announce that applications are being accepted for the Family Child Care
Task Force, which was established on May 30, 2019, when Governor Walz signed

•

Strengthen

•

Support

•

Serve

Minnesota Laws, Chapter 9, Art. 2, Sec. 132 (see pages 164-167). This task force will
discuss issues related to family child care licensing and Parent Aware. It will include family
child care providers, parents, family child care association representatives, legislators, DHS,
county licensors, and appointees from various child care-related organizations.
This task force includes 25 members, 10 of which are open to the public—6 appointed by
the Commissioner of Human Services, 2 appointed by the Speaker of the House, and 2

our

appointed by the Senate Majority Leader.

Community...

•

DHS will select four parents of children who are enrolled in family child care
programs. Parents interested in applying for one of these positions should submit this
application on the Secretary of State’s webpage by July 8, 2019.
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care associations from greater Minnesota. Individuals interested in applying for one

1

of these positions should submit this application on the Secretary of State’s webpage
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State’s webpage as well.
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The Speaker of the House will select two members to represent family child care
providers—one from greater Minnesota and one from the metropolitan area. The
applications for these positions will be posted on the Secretary of State’s webpage in
the coming days.
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The Senate Majority Leader will select two members to represent family child care
providers—one from greater Minnesota and one from the metropolitan area.
Individuals should contact Maureen Watson at maureen.watson@senate.mn to apply
or ask any questions about these positions. You can also visit the Senate Republican
Caucus Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/mnsrc/).

Family Child Care Task Force Cont.
The schedules, locations, meeting length, and order of topics to be covered have not yet been determined.
While we understand that members may not be able to participate in every meeting, attendance is important. To help offset this
significant commitment, task force members will be paid $55 per day, plus mileage and meal reimbursement.
The task force’s duties include the following:

•

Identifying difficulties providers face regarding licensing and inspection;

•

Proposing regulatory reforms to improve licensing efficiency;

•

Reviewing existing variance authority delegated to counties;

•

Recommending business development and technical assistance resources to promote provider recruitment and retention;

•

Developing recommendations for alternative child care delivery systems;

•

Reviewing Parent Aware program participation and identifying obstacles and suggested improvements;

•

Reviewing training for licensed family child care providers; and

•

Considering methods to improve access to and understanding of family child care regulations.

** See the attached Center for Inclusive Child Care (pages 7 and 8)

Upcoming Trainings:

C.A.R.S. (Children and Restraint Systems)

To make sure there is Note: These trainings
available space in each are approved on the
class, you must
MNCPD Registry.
pre-register by calling
or emailing Terri
Date:
Thursday July 25th, 2019
Burkhart . Class fees
are non-refundable
unless you reschedule.
Time:
5:00pm-8:00pm
A minimum of ten
participants need to be
Wright County Health & Human
Services
registered in order to
Location:
hold class. Class will
1004 Commercial Drive
be canceled one week
Buffalo, MN 55313
prior to class if the
minimum is not met.
763-682-7516 or
No admittance after
Contact:
class has started.
terri.burkhart@co.wright.mn.us
Cost:

$25.00/person

Rule Reminder:
9502.0315 DEFINITIONS Subp. 29a. Supervision
"Supervision" means a caregiver being within sight or hearing of an infant, toddler, or preschooler at all times so that the
caregiver is capable of intervening to protect the health and safety of the child. For the school age child, it means a
caregiver being available for assistance and care so that the child's health and safety is protected.

9502.0365 LICENSED CAPACITY, CHILD/ADULT RATIOS, AGE DISTRIBUTION RESTRICTIONS. Subp. 5. Supervision and use of substitutes.
A licensed provider must be the primary provider of care in the residence. Children in care must be supervised by a
caregiver.
Questions about supervision continue to be one of the most common posed to licensors.
•
•
•

“Can I go outside and leave the infants sleeping inside if I have a monitor?”
“Can my 5 year olds play outside while I am inside?”
“Do I need to use a monitor if I am on a different level as the children?”

We hear so many supervision questions because it is one of the parts of the licensing rule that is not black and white.
Providers want to follow the rules and keep children safe while also knowing what freedom they can give to the children
in their care.
Many providers are frustrated by the answers they receive from licensing. If you have called with these questions, you
most likely heard us repeat the definition of supervision. With each situation and each home being different, we cannot
give yes or no answers to supervision. Providers need to consider their home and situation and ask themselves if they are
in compliance with the rule.
Some recent examples of supervision correction orders include the following:
•

•

•

A licensor arrived at a home and was let in the door by a toddler. The provider was nowhere to be seen. The
child called for the provider with no response. The licensor followed the child to the basement where the
provider was just outside the walkout with other children. The provider was not within sound of the toddler
upstairs as determined by her not responding to the child’s cries, and was not able to intervene to protect the
health and safety of the child as the provider was not aware that there was another adult in the home.
A licensor was visiting a home with a number of children on the main level of the home and the TV on. An infant
was sleeping the basement with the bedroom door open. The provider and licensor were not able to hear the
infant crying until they were crying at a loud volume. Without the use of a monitor and with the amount of
commotion and noise on the main level, the infant in the basement was not properly supervised.
A licensor arrived at a home to find school age and preschool age children playing in the driveway. The licensor
went to the door of the childcare home and knocked. The provider came downstairs to open the door. The
provider stated that she was planning to head outside. The provider was not within sight or sound of the
preschoolers when she was in the upper level of the home and the preschoolers were outside without her.

In these situations, children were unharmed. If something unfortunate would have happened to the children in care, with
the provider not being within sight or sound, the provider would not have been able to intervene or be able to describe
what happened to the child. Please do not open yourself up to that liability or put children at risk. Remember to remain
within sight or sound of all children under age 5, and able to intervene to protect their health and safety.
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Pool Noodle Horses

Pool noodle horses are easy, cheap and lots of fun!
Materials:
* Pool noodles (I got mine at the dollar tree)
* Duct tape (I already had some fun colors the kids liked)
* Googly eyes (self adhesive worked great for us)
* Fabric scraps cut into strips
* Felt for ears
* Glue gun for the adult to use
First use the duct tape to make the bridle and reigns. Add googly eyes.
Let the kids pick out scrap fabric strips for the adult to hot glue on for
mane. Hot glue on some felt ears.
https://Mycrazyblessedlife.com

Child and Teen Checkups (C&TC) screenings are a benefit to children under the age of 21 who are enrolled in
Medical Assistance. These checkups are important to every child’s health. They can help find and treat health
problems before any lasting harm is done. These checkups will help every child grow to his or her full healthy
potential!
These C&TC exams are done at the child's medical clinic. It’s easy! As the child reaches the ages listed in the box
below, just call the child's clinic and ask to schedule a Child and Teen Checkup. Remember, a C&TC checkup is
required for new foster children within 30 days of placement.
This exam will include: a physical exam, health history, physical growth and measurements, hearing and vision
checks, health education, immunizations and lab tests, blood lead tests, development and behavior checks, oral
health, and referrals as needed.

Children enrolled in Medical Assistance through a health plan may be eligible for an incentive. Incentive
programs are subject to change. Call your health plan or county C&TC staff for more information.
Health Partners

Blue Plus (effective 1.1.19)
•

$75 gift card for 1st prenatal exam

•
•

$75 gift card for 6 week postpartum exam
$50 gift card for 6 C&TC visits by age 15
months

•
•

$25 gift card for immunizations at 2 years
$25 gift card for 3-17 year C&TC exam

•

$25 gift card for Tdap, HPV and
Meningococcal vaccine by 13 years old

•

$25 gift card for annual dental visit for 2-20
years

•

Car seat program
www.bluecrossmn.com
1-800-382-2000

•
•

$25 reward card for enrolling in
Healthy Pregnancy Program
$25 reward card for completion of
Healthy Pregnancy Program

•

$25 reward card for 6 week
postpartum exam

•

$75 for when baby receives 6 C&TC
exams before 15 months

•

$25 reward card for 11-12 year old
after receiving Tdap and
Meningococcal vaccine

•

Car seat program
www.healthpartners.com
1-866-885-8880

How are the Children?
•
•

•

-

-

Central MN Foster Care / Daycare Edition June 2019

•

In order to spread disease to a human or animal, a
tick needs to be infected with a disease agent and it
needs to be attached to the host for a certain
amount of time.
If the blacklegged tick is infected, it must be attached for
24-48 hours before it transmits Lyme disease.
Less common tickborne diseases, such as anaplasmosis,
may take less time.
On average, about 1 in 3 adult blacklegged ticks and 1
in 5 blacklegged tick nymphs is infected with the bacteria that causes Lyme disease.
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Information taken from MDH website: https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/tickborne/prevention.html

