Wright County
April 2017
Family Child Care Newsletter
Data Privacy- Social Media Use
(Article written by the Department of Human Services- Family Systems Unit)

While the general use of these sites is not prohibited,
disclosing records or pictures of children and adults
served in licensed programs without permission is
prohibited. The following rule parts address this issue. Please remind all licensed providers of the following items, which prohibit them from posting information about a child, adult, or the individual’s family
on a personal blog, website, Facebook page, or any
other social media site.

Wright County Health &
Human Services

MISSION
STATEMENT
Strengthen

Support

Serve

our

Family Child Care
MN Rule 9502.0345, subp. 2, requires that the provider shall not disclose any records on children in
care to any persons other than the parents of the
child, the agency, the department, and medical or
public safety persons if information is necessary to
protect the health and safety of
the child.
Providers may also disclose
information necessary to
comply with reporting requirements for suspected
abuse and neglect. [emphasis
added] (continued on next page)
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Data Privacy
Frequently Used Phone Numbers

(continued from page 1)

The only acceptable way for a licensed provider to
post any information and/or pictures regarding persons served by their program, is to obtain WRITTEN permission from a parent, guardian of the child
or adult, or the adult who is not under guardianship,
even if the provider uses “assumed” names to attempt to avoid others from recognizing the individual.
If a provider insists on using any of these sites, we
RECOMMEND the following guidelines be followed:
Even with written permission, proceed with caution in
posting pictures and information. The information is
now public and may be accessed by anyone for any
reason.
 Supervision of clients and the provision of services to clients should never be less than the
standard required because of excessive computer
use by the license holder and/or employees.
 Family Child Care providers, in particular, should
be coached by licensors to self-regulate themselves regarding the amount of time spent on
these sites and the time of day information is
posted. Supervision of children should NEVER
suffer because a provider is busy posting information or blogging.
In some cases, DHS has issued licensing sanctions
when it has been determined that the above referenced rules have been violated.
Please share this information with your license holders
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New providers are often
overwhelmed with all of the
information they have just
learned through the licensing
process, and all of the information they are required to
keep track of as licensed
providers.
This is one of the reasons we
created the Provider Handbook, and put a variety of
information on the county
website. Hopefully providers
are able to find what they
need, or can call their licensor for assistance.
Below is a link to one of the
resources in Chapter 17 of
the Provider Handbook. It is
a list of frequently used
phone numbers. Everything
from places where providers
can get their fire extinguishers serviced, to who to call
for a well water test kit, to
where to refer a family who
would like to apply for WIC.
www.co.wright.mn.us/
DocumentCenter

Staff Changes
Lisa Gertken has moved on from Wright County to other
pursuits. We would like to welcome Kim Cohn to our licensing investigator position! Kim comes to Licensing
with several years of experience with Wright County
Health and Human Services in a number of different Child
Protection roles. Welcome Kim! Kim can be reached at
763-682-8934 or kimberly.cohn@co.wright.mn.us.

Terri Aarvig will also be leaving licensing as there has been restructuring in our Department. We will miss working with Terri, and wish her the best of luck in her new unit.
Our Agency is reviewing how we will implement the annual required visits should this
legislation be passed. If someone stops at your home that you have not met, feel free
to ask to see their badge if it is not immediately offered to you.

Use of Teen Helpers in Family Child Care
(Article written by the Department of Human Services Family Systems Unit)

The family child care rule defines a helper as “a person at least 13 year of age
and less than 18 years of age who assists the provider with the care of children.”

in care. Helps can assist the provider
with meal preparation, activities, interaction, or reading with the children. They
can also provide a second set of eyes
and ears, but should never be left alone
with children. By doing so, providers are
protecting everyone in their family child
care home. (continued on next page)

Providers are responsible for the supervision of their helper(s), and are ultimately
accountable for the actions of anyone assisting or having contact with the children
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...Teen Helpers
(continued from page 1)

After careful consideration, if providers choose to use a teen helper,
they must make sure their helper has met the following requirements:
1. A completed background study prior to assisting with the care of
children.
2. Training on reducing the risks of sudden unexpected infant death
prior to assisting with the care of infants.
3. Training on reducing the risk of abusive head trauma prior to assisting with the
care of infants and children.
4. Completion of 6 hours of child care related training within the first year of employment.

Develop has been around for a year already! In preparing this newsletter, I noticed we sent information on how to register for Develop in the April 2016 newsletter. A year later, we are all still trying
to navigate the system. Hopefully, you have been getting more familiar with how to find and register
for training.

In order to help your re-licensing visits go more smoothly (and hopefully shorter) it is helpful if you

have your Develop training record either printed for us, or easily accessible at your home. Better yet,
if you would like to email your training record prior to your visit, we can look at your training before
the visit and let you know if we have any questions.

When you are looking at your Individual Profile page, on the right hand side is an option for your
“Knowledge and Competency Framework Learning Record”. This learning record is the most useful
version to be able to show all of the required training.
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Free training through Develop!
Remember to take advantage of the free training opportunities through Develop while they last!
Below are some of the opportunities in Wright County.



Supervising for Safety for Family Child Care, 2 nights (April 5th and 12th), Buffalo



STEMtastic!, April 10th, Monticello



Making Changes One Bite at a Time: New Meal Patterns, April 13th or 18th, Monticello



Developmentally Appropriate Behavior Guidance, 2 nights (April 17th and 24th or June 8th and
15th), Monticello



Infants and Toddlers: A Relationship-based Approach to Challenging Behaviors-Examining
Behaviors, April 17th, Buffalo (This is a IIC training)



Health and Safety 1-Family Child Care, May 17th, Monticello



Health and Safety 1-Family Child Care, June 8th, web based



Beyond the Pages: An Interactive Online Early Childhood Book Study, web based/self-paced



Child and Adult Care Food Program, or CACFP, in Minnesota, web based/self-paced



Sudden Unexpected Infant Death, web based/self-paced



Abusive Head Trauma, web based/self-paced (A GREAT WAY TO GET SUBS
TRAINED!)



Getting to Know Minnesota’s Knowledge and Competency Framework-For Early Childhood
Educators, web based/self-paced

Check Develop often as there are new trainings added frequently

EASTER BUNNY STAMP (www.thoughtsfromalice.com)
For an easy and inexpensive Easter project,
pull out the toilet paper rolls! Three rolls together with a little bit of shaping make the perfect bunny face, or use one roll alone for an
Easter egg. Use the rolls as a stamp and
then let the little ones add their own bunny
faces and egg decorations.
Happy Easter!
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Upcoming Trainings:
SUID/AHT (Sudden Unexpected Infant Death and Abusive Head Trauma) Training
Please register by calling or emailing Terri
Burkhart. If you are not familiar with the
training location, please ask for directions
and plan extra travel time. Training does not
have to be taken in the county in which you
are licensed. Registration is required in order to make sure that enough materials and
space are available. Payment can be made
over the phone. Class fees are nonrefundable unless you reschedule. A minimum of 10 participants need to be registered in order to hold class. Class will be
canceled one week prior to class if the minimum is not met. Note: These trainings are
approved on the MNCPD Registry

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM

Location:

Wright County Health & Human
Services

Contact:

763-682-7516 or
terri.burkhart@co.wright.mn.us

Cost:

$10.00

C.A.R.S (Children and Restraint
Systems)

9:00 AM- 12:00 PM
July 27, 2017

To make sure there is available space in
each class, you must pre-register by calling
Terri Burkhart or emailing. Class fees are
non-refundable unless you reschedule. A
minimum of ten participants need to be registered in order to hold class. Class will be
canceled one week prior to class if the minimum is not met. No admittance after class
has started. Note: These trainings are approved on the MNCPD Registry.

Date:
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Wright County Health & Human
Services

1004 Commercial Drive
Buffalo, MN 55313
763-682-7516 or
terri.burkhart@co.wright.mn.us
Cost:

Time:

Buffalo, MN 55313

April 19 or May 24, 2017

Contact:

April 17 or July 31, 2017

1004 Commercial Drive

Date:

Location:

Date:

$15.00
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