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CSAH 12 IMPROVEMENTS PROCEEDING ON SCHEDULE

W

ork on County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 12 from just south of 15th Street SE up to the city limits of Buffalo (Mink Lake Bridge) is right on schedule.    Our Contractor, Mathiowetz Const., has proven to be very efficient and quality conscious.   The big issue so far is the sand surcharge, or overburden, in the old Mink Lake Bridge area.   The contractor must slowly add the layers of granular material, and this is occurring as expected.    
The contractor will also concentrate on three other sand surcharge areas – south of CR 108 / 8th Street.   All four areas will need to sit over the winter before paving can occur, although a temporary driving surface will be provided to allow for traffic over the winter.

The separate CSAH 12 project within the City of Buffalo is also continuing.  The City’s contractor will begin concentrating his work just past the Mink Lake Bridge very soon.  Travel may be restricted, at times, north of this bridge for about a month.   
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Patience Please
D
uring construction, you can expect some delays in driving to and from your home while grading, removal of remaining pavement, and centerline culvert installations are occurring on CSAH 12.  The Contractor is required to keep the highway in a passable condition throughout the project for those landowners that need access to their homes off of CSAH 12.  However, at times there will be the inconvenience of waiting a few minutes for trucks loading, grading operations, or culvert installation work or other activities.  Those residents that must drive through the work zone to access their homes will be driving over uneven surfaces (after pavement is removed), gravel, sand, and/or clay at times.  Please drive slowly and with caution.  Please be patient and allow the workers to provide you a clear lane to pass before proceeding.  This may mean that you will be waiting a few minutes to pass the area of work, depending on the construction activities, and we appreciate your patience during these times.  The Blue Car Tags will help the workers identify you as a landowner that must pass through the work zone.  Please bear with us during this highway construction and understand that these are inconveniences that we must all put up with for the short term of this construction in order to realize the long term benefits of a newly constructed highway which will be safer for you and all highway travelers.  If you choose to drive into the project rather than take a nearest route out, you risk delays as well as unnecessary vehicle damage.    
Please keep children from entering the construction areas, as the equipment is noisy, and culvert installations will cause trenches to be excavated for short periods of time.  If your child is asked to leave the construction site, it is out of concern for his or her safety. 
Utility Relocation
Utility relocations are almost complete, although individual services direct to homes may take a few more weeks to complete. 
Construction Sequence 
 TC \l1 "
T
he contractor will soon begin removing the old pavement from all the areas that are non-surcharge fill areas.  We ask your patience as this heavy equipment removes bituminous and levels out the driving surface for you.  Heavy equipment will then shape the new roadbed, fill in side-slopes, and bring in topsoil.  This process will last through the fall.  The first of two layers of new bituminous may be placed late this fall, except in the surcharge areas, which will receive a temporary surface.   Lastly, temporary seeding will be placed this fall.  
Next spring, the surcharge fill will be removed and the final layers of bituminous can then be placed.  This is then closely followed by final turf establishment and seeding.
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New Mailbox Supports
This project also includes the placement of a new swing-away mailbox support at no cost to residents (only for residents who already receive mail directly on CSAH 12). Existing mailboxes and supports will be removed early during construction. Temporary mailboxes will be set up along the project at locations designated by the postmaster.  (The postmaster will send a mailing to residents regarding temporary boxes.)  Upon project completion, your original mailbox will be placed back onto CSAH 12 on a new support.  At that time, you will be given the opportunity to provide a new mailbox, which we will install for you. Further communication will be sent to you at that time.
Future Updates
Residents who prefer to receive future project updates by e-mail can call 763-682-7383 and leave your e-mail address. You can also visit the web site listed below for project information.
 
  Please Call
with 
Questions

8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
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Virgil Hawkins

Assistant Highway Engineer

763-682-7387
Kevin Johnson

Senior Construction Tech

763-682-7707 

Josh Wilson

Project Inspector

763-238-2841

Mark Johnson

Right-of-Way Agent

763-682-7386
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