Re:   Teen Drivers

Dear Parent/Guardian: 


My name is Tom Kelly and I am the elected County Attorney for Wright County.  Among the many statutory duties of the County Attorney is the responsibility for prosecuting all offenses committed by juveniles within Wright County, including traffic offenses.  I am writing to you because your child has recently received a traffic citation that has been filed with my office.  The purpose of this letter is to introduce you to an exciting new program called Teen Drive Wright that has been developed for Wright County teen drivers.  

In the past, these tickets have simply been filed with the Court.  Then you and/or spouse, together with your child have had to take off work and school to go to Court to attend one or more court hearings.  If your child pled to or was found guilty of the charge, he/she was normally given a fine or community work service and convicted of the offense.  That conviction carried with it many difficult consequences for you and for your child.  The child’s driver's license could be subjected to suspension by the State and the parent’s insurance rates would normally increase substantially.

The goal of the Teen Drive Wright program is to allow first time offenders an opportunity to avoid these serious consequences and more importantly, to help train them to become better and safer drivers.  The program involves a one time evening class, approximately two hours in length, that both parent and child attend together.  The fee for the class is $75, payable in cash or money order at the time of registration.  If the class is successfully completed, your child’s traffic citation will be dismissed and never filed with the Court.  As I am sure you know, the population of Wright County has been rising very rapidly.  One of the major complaints from citizens involves driving conduct.  Along with that population increase, has come a tremendous volume of traffic citations.  Accordingly, I am unable to offer any flexibility in the scheduling and attendance of the above described class.  In order to take advantage of this opportunity, you must appear in person at the Wright County Sheriff’s Office at 3800 Braddock Avenue, Buffalo, Minnesota, or register at www.safecommunitiesofwrightcounty.org within twelve (12) days from the date of this letter to register for Teen Drive Wright.    You will then be given a date and time to attend the Teen Drive Wright class.  If you and your child attend and successfully complete the class, your citation will be dismissed.  If you do not attend the class for any reason, your child’s traffic citation will be filed with the Court.  If you have any questions regarding this class, contact Kristen in the Wright County Sheriff’s Department at 763-682-7622.

I have personally attended this class and found it to be beneficial and informative.  In fact, I wish that every new driver would have an opportunity to attend Teen Drive Wright.  I sincerely hope that you and your child choose to take advantage of this opportunity.  I believe that it is good for you, your child, and the rest of the citizens of Wright County.








Sincerely,








Thomas N. Kelly








Wright County Attorney

