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An Eye On
The Future

The Highway 55 Corridor Coalition was farmed in
2001 to advocate for increased sofety and capacity
improvements in the State Highway 55 Corridor from
I-494 in Plymouth to the western cily limits of
Annandale.

Recognizing that the future expansion of Highway 55,
including construction of additional lanes, was
threatened by encroaching development, Hennepin
and Wright counties took the lead in organizing the
coalition project. The goal is to protect the land
necessary to expand the highway now,
while right-of-way purchase costs are
relatively low, in order to hold down the
cost of upgrading the corridor in the future.

This is on innovative approach to help plon for
growth along the increasingly congested Highway 55
Corridor.

The coalition is composed of
«  Counties, cifies and fownships along the corridor
= Businesses ond neighborhood arganizations

«  (Concerned ditizens

Al working in portnership with the Minnesota
Department of Transportation and the Metropolitan
Coundil.

Affiliate memberships were established to provide an
opportunity for those directly impacted by the corridor
upgrades to participate in the coalition. The coalition is
self-sustaining through membership donations.

WRIGHT
COUNTY

Highway 55 Corridor
Average Daily Traffic Volumes: Annandale to 1-494

Traffic Capacities®  2-lane 12,500 4-lane 40,000

*based on level of service D

to secure right-of-way and related infrastructure improvements to:

Increase Safety.
Add capacity, including additional lanes, access control and transit service where appropriate




“IMPROVEMENTS TO
HIGHWAY 55 ARE
DESPERATELY NEEDED
NOW. MANY AREAS,
ESPECIALLY ACCESS
POINTS, ARE DANGEROUS.”

Karen Paters,
Corcoran

W W W . H I

G H w A Y S5O i ‘ e

Annandale

I MINNESOTA

== 55

“] WANT TO EXPRESS HOW IMPORTANT THIS HIGHWAY 55 PROJECT
IS BOTH TO MORRIES BUFFALO FORD MERCURY AND ME PERSONALLY.
Mﬂfwz{’/ Lﬂk{?/ MANY OF OUR EMPLOYEES AND MY OWN CHILDREN FREQUENTLY TRAVEL THIS
® HIGHWAY. SEVERAL YEARS AGO WE LOST A VALUED EMPLOYEE AND DEAR FAMILY
FRIEND WHO DIED AS A RESULT OF A HEAD ON COLLISION ON HIGHWAY 55 JUST EAST
OF ROCKFORD, MN. THIS WAS JUST ONE OF THE MANY LIVES THAT HAVE BEEN LOST

ON HIGHWAY 55 THAT COULD HAVE BEEN SAVED IF HIGHWAY 55 WAS MADE INTO A
FOUR LANE HIGHWAY. FOR THIS REASON | FULLY SUPPORT

@ / THE HIGHWAY 55 PROJECT.”
[ Mark Johannack,
>

Dealer Principal,
Morries Buifalo Ford Mercury

TH 55.and Co Rd 134/CalderAve (Wright Co)
New Traffic Signal

TH 55/and CSAH 12 (Wright Co) : 4-lone THI55

Traffic Signal 3 Construction 2008

(onstruction 2008 =
UNDEKX

TUNDER CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION

_ “IN BUFFALO ALMOST
- .

I MINNESOTA M 70% OF PEOPLE WHO
: WORK DRIVE TO THE

TH 55 Environmental Assessment Study - 5> COV corasn METRO AREA. Hwy 55

, ggilt(?[;gﬂm Buffalo Al CURRENTLY IS

i : s OVERCROWDED AND HAS
TH 55 from Rolling Hills to Pioneer Trail
(Hennepin Co) MANY SAFETY ISSUES. AN
Access Manogement IMPROVED HWY 55 IS A
Right of Way QUALITY OF LIFE ISSUE TO
Frontage Road N

OUR COMMUNITY.

Fred Naaktgeboren, Mayor
City of Buffalo, MN

Legend
H 55 Environmental Assessment Study -
@) Funded = Moo Rockford

@ Foriially Funded COMPLF{ZDW

@ Under Construction/Completed

TUWIIAT  TH 55 Environmental Assessment Study m:sf ﬁﬁgul;:i“";ﬁ;m’k {HerherinGo)

Riohtof Way
Infersection improvements 2007
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“WITHOUT THE WORK OF
THE HIGHWAY 55
CORRIDOR COALITION,
LONG RANGE CORRIDOR
PLANNING WOULD NEVER
HAPPEN AND FUNDING FOR
CORRIDOR PRESERVATION

AND SAFETY ‘
IMPROVEMENTS WOULD Project Study Report/Final/De

1'TED
NOT BE AVAILABLE.” Preliminary 1
Engineering 3
TED

. COMMIT
Marvin Johnson, Mayor ROW Acquisition
Independence ; REQUESTED

TUTURE
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Milestones BT

2001
i A ¢ Type of Number of TOTAL The economic loss in crash costs on Hwy 55

E;,lmm?ggﬁ_ﬂpeme Crashes Crushes Loss/Crash LOSS h;ﬂween [lj-4|94 in Piymouth and the City
Fatal 8 $1,150,000 $9,200,000 of Annandale over the past 5 years

%ﬂ?olnhﬁgggeeﬁngs held. Incapacitutng Injury 3 560,000 51,980,000 (200 - 2006) wos olmost $23,000,000.
Non-Incapacitating Injury 35 §19.600 $686,000 This is based on the National Safety Council's

2002 Possibl Injury 298 S1L,100 3,307,800 2005 econamic cost fgures

«  Minnesota Legislation Property Domage 997 57,500 57,477 500

authorized corridor protection TOTALS 1471 $22,651,300

demonstration project.
Joint Powers Board formed as

the Highway 55 Corridor Cit 0 Co G
i ity Growth County Growth

(ioalition.

Conceptual alignmen 1990 2005 Change . 1990 2005 Change
developed. Plymouth 50,889 70,455 +38% Hennepin 1,032,431 1,150,912 +11%
; Medina 3,096 4,770 +54% Wright 68,710 110,836 +61%
Congress Uﬁgmpnutes S1.5 Loreio 104 37 oo
fE’lI”I%ﬂ for Highway 55 Independence 2,822 3714 +30% Hennepin County is the 32nd lorgest county in the United States
0rraor Corcoran 5199 5,884 +13% Wright County ranks 63rd of 100 fostest growing counties in the
2002-2008 Greenfield 1450 2847 9% United States
Péepg'““““ of ofiicial map Rackford 2665 3815 +43%
(drff). Buffalo 685 13251 +93%
2004-2008 Annandale 2114 2895  +37%
Environmental documentafion. Maple Loke 1,394

2004-2008

Official mapifo be adopted by
eachimunicipality/and Wright
County. 2 , ALY § : f
2005 R o A Marthand Nookala, PE.
Congress authorizes S4 Millionfor B _ Assistant Hennepin County Administrator, Public Works
Highway 55 Corridor. ﬁ - £ ‘ : A-2303 Government Center

2007 and b e\|/°n d i 2 15 Minneapolis, MN 55487-0233

; ) o il marthand.nookalo@ co.hennepin.mn.us
B,EE’“ acquisition of selected e sty S Phone: 612.348.4306. Fox. 612.348.9777
right-of-wayand construct safety

improvement: projecs. R Fax: 763.682.731 : www.highway55.0rg
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