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Re-Establishment of Records 

The re-establishment of records provision of MN Statute 103E.101, subd. 4a, allows the Drainage 

Authority if it finds that the original as-built records of a public drainage system are incomplete, to 

initiate proceedings to examine available evidence and determine the as-constructed condition of a 

drainage system and to adopt corrected drainage system records. This includes determining the legal 

drainage system which includes the ditch profile, alignment, cross section, hydraulic structure locations, 

right of way, and any other pertinent information regarding the legal public drainage system as originally 

constructed or subsequently improved.   

In order to ensure future repairs on a drainage system, in this case Wright County Ditch 10 (CD 10), 

are consistent with the legal definition of repair; the as-constructed or subsequently improved condition 

of the drainage system must be known. Where original records are missing or incomplete, the records 

re-establishment process provides a legal and scientific method to re-establish the missing or incomplete 

records. This method includes determining the legal conditions of the system by utilizing aerial 

photographs, topographic survey, soil borings, capacity designs, culvert dimensions and elevations, and 

other information obtained as described previously to aide in the findings. The re-established records 

for CD 10 outlines the legal conditions of the system but may not directly align with repairs that will be 

made to the system in the future.  

Current records for Wright County Ditch No. 10 (CD 10) were gathered from multiple sources and include 

the original petition from 1906, design profiles from 1906, as-built of upper mainline from 1908, viewers 

reports, improvement design plans from 1944, repairs in 1950s, commissioner meeting minutes from 

public hearings, historic aerial photos, and culvert crossing plans. From this information, very little 

documentation was provided regarding design or as-built conditions of the system and only includes 

data from portions of the mainline; Hess and Hempel Laterals; and Aritt, McRoberts, Montgomery, and 

Kritzeck Branches. For the remaining portions of the system, several analyses were performed to re-

establish the records to the closest representation of the original system.     

Watershed 
Wright County Ditch 10 (CD 10) is an approximately 17,000 acre watershed located southwest of the 

City of Howard Lake. Updated watershed shape and size will occur after viewing of the system has been 

completed. The watershed which is drained by the open ditch mainline, laterals, and branches lies in 

Sections 1, 2, 3, 10-15, 22-27, 35, and 36 of Stockholm Township; Section 35 and 36 of Cokato 

Township; Section 31, 32, and 33 of Middleville Township; and Sections 4-10, 15-22, and 28-31 of 

Victor Townships in Wright County. An additional 3,300 acres drains into the CD 10 mainline via the 

Twelve Mile Creek Public Watercourse near the outlet into Lake Ann. This includes land from Sections 

23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 34, 35, and 36 of Victor Township and the lakes of Long and Mary.  

The watershed consists primary of agricultural farmland, open ground pasture, and wetland complexes. 

The topography throughout the watershed is gently rolling with an elevation difference of approximately 

70 feet. Several watershed maps are included in Appendix A while Figure 1 shows the overall watershed 

of CD 10. 
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Figure 1. Wright CD 10 Overall Watershed 

History 

A document provided to ISG from the Wright County drainage staff summarizes the commissioners’ 

meeting minutes since the establishment of CD 10 in 1904. These minutes consist of typed summaries 

from meetings and hearings held through the history of CD 10. The minutes include information such 

as petitions, assessments, contracts, ditch repair discussions, and findings of public hearings. The 

minutes were utilized to further inform and provide context to re-establishing the records of CD 10 in 

conjunction with the previously listed information. The commissioners’ meeting minutes are included in 

Appendix D.   

The original CD 10 petition was filed and dated September 12, 1904 and is included in Appendix E. 

Viewers were appointed in 1905 and finished their report on January 19, 1906. County Ditch 10 was 

originally constructed in 1906 as a public drainage system. The contract for all laterals was awarded to 

W.E.L. Crozier and the contract for the mainline ditch was awarded to Charles F. Merz in 1906. 

Construction consisted of 30,800 linear feet of the mainline open ditch. The construction of the mainline 

began at Lake Ann and spanned west going through Sections 22, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 7 of Victor 

Township; going through Grass Lake and ending near the border of Section 12 and 13 of Stockholm 

Township. Construction also consisted of building 5 bridges to cross the mainline ditch. Limited 

information regarding the original construction of the laterals was recovered and only included 

references in the commissioner’s meeting minutes of discussions. Historical aerials were used to 

correlate the findings of construction of the laterals. Figure 2 shows a map of the originally 1906 

constructed CD 10 ditch system based on the material provided.  

 

 


